
Blessing for Father Stephen Yavorsky, SJ 

June 28, 2020 
 

 

Before the close of today’s liturgy  

we want to offer a prayer of blessing for Father Steve  

on his last Sunday as pastor. 

Father Steve has served as our pastor since July 2016. 

He will now continue to serve as our parochial vicar  

and once again serve at the Ignatian Spirituality Center.  
 

Father Steve,  

we invite you to come forward now  

and stand in front of the altar. 

 

Congregation, please stand. 

 

God of the Journey 

we thank you for bringing Father Steve to us 

and ask you to bless him now 

as he takes the next step in his journey 

as a man of prayer,  

a priest,  

and a member of the Society of Jesus. 

 

We are grateful for the many ways 

he has served among us as pastor: 

preaching the gospel,  

presiding at the table of the Lord, 

leading our parish staff and ministry teams. 

He has baptized our babies, children and adults, 

heard our confessions,  

anointed the sick among us,  

and buried our beloved dead. 

He has eaten with us,  



laughed with us, 

and shared our joy at Christmases and Easters, 

First Communions and Confirmations. 

He has shared our pain and struggle. 

 

He has taught us by word and example  

about the power of the Spiritual Exercises 

and the importance of discernment.  

 

We ask you now 

to bless him. 

 

May his new work bring him closer to You. 

 

Please extend your hands in blessing and respond to each of 

these invocations with, 

“Abide in God!” 

 

God of the Journey,  

give Father Steve knowledge and confidence  

in his many gifts and talents 

and trust and hope  

that You are always working in and through him 

to bless the People of God.   

ABIDE IN GOD! 

 

Grant him safety, good health and happiness, 

surround him with good friends and helpful colleagues,  

keep him every mindful of our love, prayers, support 

and appreciation. 

ABIDE IN GOD! 

 

May he know and be grateful  

-- as we are grateful – 

for the many ways 



we helped one another to build the Kingdom of God 

and 52nd and Troost. 

ABIDE IN GOD! 

 

We ask this in the name of Jesus,  

our brother and friend 

our heart’s true home. 

 

Amen. 

 

 


