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Kevin Strickland  

Ernest Johnson - Ernest Lee Johnson currently sits on death row for the murders of Mary Bratcher, Mable 

Scruggs, and Fred Jones during a robbery of a Casey’s General Store in 1994. While Johnson’s culpability in this 

act is not in question, he meets the state statutory and clinical standards to be diagnosed with an IDD 

(Intellectual and Developmental Disability) and, therefore, should be granted clemency from the death 

penalty, in accordance with his 8th Amendment rights.  

Mr. Johnson suffers epileptic seizures stemming from a brain tumor and death by pentobarbital will likely 

result in seizures and a prolonged and painful death.  Ernest Johnson does not deserve to be executed. It is 

constitutionally and morally wrong. Ask Governor Parson to call a Board of Inquiry to examine Ernest’s 

intellectual disability claim and ultimately grant clemency to Ernest Johnson and commute his sentence to 

life.  For complete details, visit Clemency for Ernest Johnson (madpmo.org).  

 

Kevin Strickland - Kevin Strickland has spent more than 40 years in prison for a triple murder in Kansas City 

that prosecutors now say he did not commit. Now 62, Strickland has said he was at home at the time, 

watching TV and talking on the phone to his girlfriend. The only eyewitness to the killings later recanted her 

testimony, saying Strickland had been wrongly charged. He remains behind bars at a prison in Cameron, 

Missouri. In June, 13 state lawmakers called on Gov. Mike Parson to pardon Strickland. Parson, however, has 

indicated that Strickland's clemency application would not be "a priority" in a backlog of about 3,000 requests. 

Even though Jackson County Prosecutor Jean Peters Baker has called for Strickland's release, prosecutors in 

Missouri have no legal tools to seek to free prisoners they have deemed innocent. That could change on Aug. 

28 if a bill on Parson's desk is signed into law. Baker could then file a motion in Jackson County asking a judge 

to exonerate Strickland, which she has said she intends to do. 

How long has Strickland been in prison? Since he was sentenced in June 1979, Strickland has spent over 42 

years in Missouri prisons. That's over 15,300 days. If he is exonerated, he will have suffered one of the longest 

wrongful imprisonments acknowledged in U.S. history, and by far the longest in Missouri.  

Source: Who is Kevin Strickland and why is he still in Missouri prison after innocence claims? (msn.com) 

      
 

Tell Mike Parson to commute Ernest Johnson’s sentence and free Kevin Strickland! 
Contact Information:  Governor Michael Parson - Missouri State Capitol - Rm. 216 - Jefferson City, MO  65101 

email:  https://governor.mo.gov/contact-us    phone: (573) 751-3222 
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