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Kevin Strickland  

Ernest Johnson - Ernest Lee Johnson currently sits on death row for the murders of Mary Bratcher, Mable 

Scruggs, and Fred Jones during a robbery of a Casey’s General Store in 1994. While Johnson’s culpability in this 

act is not in question, he meets the state statutory and clinical standards to be diagnosed with an IDD 

(Intellectual and Developmental Disability) and, therefore, should be granted clemency from the death 

penalty, in accordance with his 8th Amendment rights.  

Mr. Johnson suffers epileptic seizures stemming from a brain tumor and death by pentobarbital will likely 

result in seizures and a prolonged and painful death.  Ernest Johnson does not deserve to be executed. It is 

constitutionally and morally wrong. Ask Governor Parson to call a Board of Inquiry to examine Ernest’s 

intellectual disability claim and ultimately grant clemency to Ernest Johnson and commute his sentence to 

life.  For complete details, visit Clemency for Ernest Johnson (madpmo.org).  

 

Kevin Strickland - Kevin Strickland has spent more than 40 years in prison for a triple murder in Kansas City 

that prosecutors now say he did not commit. Now 62, Strickland has said he was at home at the time, 

watching TV and talking on the phone to his girlfriend. The only eyewitness to the killings later recanted her 

testimony, saying Strickland had been wrongly charged. He remains behind bars at a prison in Cameron, 

Missouri. In June, 13 state lawmakers called on Gov. Mike Parson to pardon Strickland. Parson, however, has 

indicated that Strickland's clemency application would not be "a priority" in a backlog of about 3,000 requests. 

Even though Jackson County Prosecutor Jean Peters Baker has called for Strickland's release, prosecutors in 

Missouri have no legal tools to seek to free prisoners they have deemed innocent. That could change on Aug. 

28 if a bill on Parson's desk is signed into law. Baker could then file a motion in Jackson County asking a judge 

to exonerate Strickland, which she has said she intends to do. 

How long has Strickland been in prison? Since he was sentenced in June 1979, Strickland has spent over 42 

years in Missouri prisons. That's over 15,300 days. If he is exonerated, he will have suffered one of the longest 

wrongful imprisonments acknowledged in U.S. history, and by far the longest in Missouri.  

Source: Who is Kevin Strickland and why is he still in Missouri prison after innocence claims? (msn.com) 

      
 

Tell Mike Parson to commute Ernest Johnson’s sentence and free Kevin Strickland! 
Contact Information:  Governor Michael Parson - Missouri State Capitol - Rm. 216 - Jefferson City, MO  65101 

email:  https://governor.mo.gov/contact-us    phone: (573) 751-3222 

 

 

https://www.madpmo.org/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/who-is-kevin-strickland-and-why-is-he-still-in-missouri-prison-after-innocence-claims/ar-AAKV5bw
https://governor.mo.gov/contact-us


Pope Francis visits the 9/11 Memorial Museum in New York City,  
"Trying to Remember the Color of the Sky on That September Morning" by Spencer Finch.  

Photo credit: SUSAN WATTS/AFP/Getty Images.  

LOVE, LOSS and ENDURANCE  
 9/11 Twentieth Anniversary Prayer Service 

     with Bill Tammeus  
 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 
7:00 pm 
St. Francis Xavier Church 
1001 East 52nd Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64110 

 This year marks the twentieth anniversary  
of the terrorist attacks of September 11.  

Join us for a time of prayer, reflection, remembrance and 
commitment to action. Bill Tammeus, author of “Love, Loss 
and Endurance: A 9/11 Story of Resilience and Hope in an 
Age of Anxiety” will give the reflection. Bill, former religion 

columnist for The Kansas Star, has written a powerful book 
about the personal loss his family suffered on that fateful day 

(his nephew was killed) and about the dangerous rise of  
religious extremism in our world.  

For more information contact Mariann McCormally mccormally@sfx-kc.org. 
To purchase a copy of the book contact Bill at wtammeus@gmail.com.  

To learn more about the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, to view the Tribute Wall, and to leave your 
own remembrance go to  https://www.911memorial.org.  

Sponsored by the SFX Adult Faith Formation Committee.   
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