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Pope Francis visits the 9/11 Memorial Museum in New York City,  
"Trying to Remember the Color of the Sky on That September Morning" by Spencer Finch.  

Photo credit: SUSAN WATTS/AFP/Getty Images.  

LOVE, LOSS and ENDURANCE  
 9/11 Twentieth Anniversary Prayer Service 

     with Bill Tammeus  
 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 
7:00 pm 
St. Francis Xavier Church 
1001 East 52nd Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64110 

 This year marks the twentieth anniversary  
of the terrorist attacks of September 11.  

Join us for a time of prayer, reflection, remembrance and 
commitment to action. Bill Tammeus, author of “Love, Loss 
and Endurance: A 9/11 Story of Resilience and Hope in an 
Age of Anxiety” will give the reflection. Bill, former religion 

columnist for The Kansas Star, has written a powerful book 
about the personal loss his family suffered on that fateful day 

(his nephew was killed) and about the dangerous rise of  
religious extremism in our world.  

For more information contact Mariann McCormally mccormally@sfx-kc.org. 
To purchase a copy of the book contact Bill at wtammeus@gmail.com.  

To learn more about the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, to view the Tribute Wall, and to leave your 
own remembrance go to  https://www.911memorial.org.  

Sponsored by the SFX Adult Faith Formation Committee.   
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Reconciling God, Creation, and Humanity - An Ignatian Examen 
(Ignatian Solidarity Network) 

1. I give thanks to God for creation and for being wonderfully made.  Where did I feel God’s presence in 
creation today? 
 

2. I ask for the grace to see creation as God does – in all its splendor and suffering.  Do I see the beauty 
of creation and hear the cries of the earth and the poor? 
 

3. I ask for the grace to look closely to see how my life choices impact creation and the poor and 
vulnerable.  What challenges or joys do I experience as I recall my care for creation? How can I turn 
away from a throwaway culture and instead stand in solidarity with creation and the poor? 
 

4. I ask for the grace of conversion towards ecological justice and reconciliation. Where have I fallen 
short in caring for creation and my brothers and sisters? How do I ask for a conversion of heart? 
 

5. I ask for the grace to reconcile my relationship with God, creation, and humanity, and to stand in 
solidarity through my actions.  How can I repair my relationship with creation and make choices 
consistent with my desire for reconciliation with creation? 
 

6. I offer a closing prayer for the earth and the vulnerable in our society. 

 

 
 

A Prayer for Our Earth  
(Laudato Si’, n. 246) 

All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may 

protect life and beauty.  Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,  
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize that we 

are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day.  

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.  Amen. 



Season of Creation - September 1 through October 4, 2021 
 
Pope Francis and the Vatican are again calling on all Catholics to join the ecumenical Season of 
Creation, which starts 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends 
4 October, the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi.  
 

What can YOU do this season to care for creation and help our planet heal? 
 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform Related Websites:  
 

• Laudato Si’ Action Platform Website: This website is managed by the Vatican and is 
where global resources will be provided. The website will be updated on St. Francis Day 
(Oct. 4) to include more detailed checklists for each of the sectors and goals.  

• God’s Plan(et) Website: This website is managed by the Catholic Climate Covenant and 
will be the space where resources and events related to the Laudato Si Action Platform 
in the United States are collected and shared.  

• Vatican’s Statement about the launch of LSAP in May 2021 
 
Existing Action Plans: 
Archdiocese of Atlanta: This action plan breaks down actions into Easy, Medium, and Hard as 
mentioned during the webinar. They plan to release an updated version of their action plan 
around St. Francis Day 2021. 
 
Archdiocese of Washington: This plan is available in English and Spanish.  
 
Australian Jesuits: This document is more process-oriented and has been a central inspiration 
as we develop Renewing the Earth.  
 
Upcoming Events and Actions: 
 

Catholic Climate Covenant: 
• Season of Creation Training: How to engage our Church Leaders for Climate Action | 

August 31, 2021, 3pm ET: Recording will be sent out to everyone who registers. 
• Catholic Climate Petition for Individuals: The climate action petition is being shared 

across the U.S. Catholic community as a faith-filled appeal to President Biden and the 
U.S. Congress, to work beyond partisanship and create climate solutions to care for 
present and future generations and our common home. This petition has a more 
general focus.  

 
Laudato Si Movement 

• Healthy Planet, Healthy People Petition: This petition is more global in nature and is 
directed to all political leaders attending the COP15 and COP 26 meetings this fall. 
While there is a similar focus to the CCC petition above, there is an added focus on 
biodiversity as a central part of addressing climate change. 
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